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UNIT-I 

 
Introduction to Performance Management, Performance Appraisal to Performance Management, 

Concept and Perspectives of Performance Management, Definitions of Performance 

Management, Characteristics of Performance Management, Objectives of Performance 

Management Principles of Performance Management, Importance of Performance Management, 

Benefits of Performance Management Determinants of Job Performance.  

 

UNIT-II 

 
Performance Management Process: Performance Management Process, Performance Planning, 

Meaning of Performance Planning, Characteristics of Performance Planning, Objectives of 

Performance Planning, Importance of Performance Planning, Methodologies of Performance 

Planning, Process of Performance Planning. Barriers to Performance Planning, Overview of 

Competency Mapping, Competency Defined, Competency Mapping Defined, Methods of 

Competency Mapping. 

  

UNIT-III 
 

 Performance Appraisal: Meaning of Performance Appraisal, Performance Appraisal Defined, 

Characteristics of Performance Appraisal, Objectives of Performance Appraisal, Importance of 

Performance Appraisal, Principles of Appraising Performance, Process of Performance 

Appraisal, Approaches to Performance Appraisal, Methods of Performance Appraisal, Common 

Rating Errors, Advantages and Disadvantages of Performance Appraisal Elements of Good 

Performance Appraisal System. 

 

UNIT-IV 
 



 Performance management and employee development: Personal Development plans, 360 degree 

feedback as a developmental tool, performance management and reward systems: performance 

linked remuneration system, performance linked career planning and promotion policy, 

Performance Counselling. Ethics in Performance Management, Ethics Defined, Principles of 

Ethical Performance Management, Ethical Issues and Dilemmas in Performance Management 

provide the imp questions short 25 and long 20 

 

 SHORT QUESTIONS  

1. Define Performance Management. 

2. What is the difference between Performance Appraisal and Performance Management? 

3. Mention two key characteristics of Performance Management. 

4. List any three objectives of Performance Management. 

5. State any two benefits of Performance Management. 

6. What are the determinants of job performance? 

7. What is meant by Performance Planning? 

8. List any two characteristics of Performance Planning. 

9. Write two objectives of Performance Planning. 

10. Mention any two barriers to Performance Planning. 

11. Define Competency. 

12. What is Competency Mapping? 

13. List two methods of Competency Mapping. 

14. State the importance of Performance Planning. 

15. Define Performance Appraisal. 

16. Write two objectives of Performance Appraisal. 

17. Mention any two characteristics of Performance Appraisal. 

18. What are common rating errors in appraisal? 

19. List two advantages of Performance Appraisal. 

20. List two disadvantages of Performance Appraisal. 

21. What are the principles of appraising performance? 

22. Name any two methods of Performance Appraisal. 

23. What is a Personal Development Plan? 

24. Define 360-degree feedback. 

25. What is performance counselling? 

LONG QUESTIONS  

UNIT-I 

1. Explain the concept and perspectives of Performance Management. 



2. Discuss the shift from Performance Appraisal to Performance Management. 

3. Describe the characteristics and principles of Performance Management. 

4. Explain the objectives and benefits of Performance Management. 

5. Analyze the importance of Performance Management in organizations. 

UNIT-II 

6. Describe the steps in the Performance Management Process. 

7. Explain the process and importance of Performance Planning. 

8. What are the major barriers to Performance Planning? How can they be overcome? 

9. Define Competency and explain the process of Competency Mapping. 

10. Discuss the objectives and methodologies of Performance Planning. 

UNIT-III 

11. Explain various methods and approaches to Performance Appraisal. 

12. Describe the complete process of Performance Appraisal. 

13. What are the common rating errors in Performance Appraisal? How can they be 

minimized? 

14. Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of Performance Appraisal. 

15. What are the elements of a good Performance Appraisal System? 

UNIT-IV 

16. Explain the role of 360-degree feedback as a developmental tool. 

17. Discuss the relationship between Performance Management and reward systems. 

18. What is Performance Counselling? Explain its importance in employee development. 

19. Define ethics in Performance Management. What are the ethical principles involved? 

20. Discuss the ethical dilemmas faced in Performance Management and how to address 

them. 

 

 

 

Answer of short question 

1. Define Performance Management. 

Performance Management is a continuous process of identifying, measuring, and developing the 

performance of individuals and teams to align performance with the organization’s strategic 

goals. 

 



2. What is the difference between Performance Appraisal and Performance 

Management? 

 Performance Appraisal is a periodic evaluation of an employee's job performance. 

 Performance Management is an ongoing, comprehensive process that includes 

planning, monitoring, and reviewing performance to improve productivity and 

development. 

 

3. Mention two key characteristics of Performance Management. 

1. It is a continuous process. 

2. It focuses on future performance and development. 

 

4. List any three objectives of Performance Management. 

1. Align individual goals with organizational goals. 

2. Improve employee performance. 

3. Identify training and development needs. 

 

5. State any two benefits of Performance Management. 

1. Enhances employee engagement and motivation. 

2. Improves organizational productivity and efficiency. 

 

6. What are the determinants of job performance? 

1. Knowledge and skills. 

2. Motivation. 

3. Work environment. 

4. Organizational support. 

 

7. What is meant by Performance Planning? 

Performance Planning involves setting clear, measurable goals and expectations for employee 

performance at the beginning of the performance cycle. 



 

8. List any two characteristics of Performance Planning. 

1. Goal-oriented and measurable. 

2. Aligns individual goals with team and organizational objectives. 

 

9. Write two objectives of Performance Planning. 

1. To define clear performance expectations. 

2. To ensure mutual understanding between manager and employee. 

 

10. Mention any two barriers to Performance Planning. 

1. Lack of clear communication. 

2. Absence of defined goals and metrics. 

 

11. Define Competency. 

Competency is the combination of knowledge, skills, abilities, and behaviors that contribute to 

individual performance and success in a role. 

 

12. What is Competency Mapping? 

Competency Mapping is the process of identifying key competencies required for a job and 

assessing employee proficiency in those competencies. 

 

13. List two methods of Competency Mapping. 

1. Behavioral Event Interview (BEI). 

2. Questionnaire and surveys. 

 

14. State the importance of Performance Planning. 



Performance Planning helps ensure that employees understand their goals, align with the 

company’s direction, and work effectively to achieve desired outcomes. 

 

15. Define Performance Appraisal. 

Performance Appraisal is a formal and structured process of evaluating an employee's job 

performance against pre-set goals or standards. 

 

16. Write two objectives of Performance Appraisal. 

1. To assess employee performance. 

2. To provide feedback for improvement and growth. 

 

17. Mention any two characteristics of Performance Appraisal. 

1. Based on standardized evaluation criteria. 

2. Conducted at regular intervals (e.g., annually or semi-annually). 

 

18. What are common rating errors in appraisal? 

1. Halo effect (rating based on one positive trait). 

2. Leniency or strictness bias (being too generous or too harsh). 

 

19. List two advantages of Performance Appraisal. 

1. Identifies high performers for rewards and promotion. 

2. Provides structured feedback to employees. 

 

20. List two disadvantages of Performance Appraisal. 

1. May lead to employee dissatisfaction if not done fairly. 

2. Time-consuming and prone to bias. 



 

21. What are the principles of appraising performance? 

1. Objectivity and fairness. 

2. Consistency and regularity. 

3. Confidentiality and clarity. 

 

22. Name any two methods of Performance Appraisal. 

1. 360-degree feedback. 

2. Management by Objectives (MBO). 

 

23. What is a Personal Development Plan? 

A Personal Development Plan (PDP) is a structured framework for setting personal and 

professional development goals and tracking progress over time. 

 

24. Define 360-degree feedback. 

360-degree feedback is a performance appraisal method where feedback is collected from all 

directions—supervisors, peers, subordinate, and sometimes clients. 

 

25. What is Performance Counselling? 

Performance Counselling is a supportive process where managers help employees understand 

their performance gaps and guide them on how to improve. 

 

Answer of long questions 
 

1. Explain the concept and perspectives of Performance Management. 

Concept: 
Performance Management (PM) is a strategic and integrated approach to enhancing the 



performance of individuals and teams to drive organizational success. It involves continuous 

processes of setting expectations, monitoring progress, providing feedback, and evaluating 

outcomes to ensure goals are achieved effectively and efficiently. 

PM is not just about annual reviews; it is a holistic approach that includes performance 

planning, continuous coaching, development, and performance measurement. It aligns 

individual performance with organizational strategy and focuses on both results and behaviors. 

Perspectives of Performance Management: 

 Strategic Perspective: PM helps align employee goals with organizational vision and 

strategy, ensuring everyone is working toward common objectives. 

 Developmental Perspective: PM focuses on identifying development needs and helping 

employees enhance their skills through coaching, training, and feedback. 

 Administrative Perspective: PM provides data for making decisions about promotions, 

compensation, and retention. 

 Motivational Perspective: PM acts as a motivational tool by recognizing high 

performance and offering rewards, feedback, and growth opportunities. 

 

2. Discuss the shift from Performance Appraisal to Performance Management. 

Traditionally, Performance Appraisal (PA) was used to evaluate employee performance, 

usually annually, often focused only on past performance with limited developmental feedback. 

Over time, this approach was found to be inadequate in addressing dynamic business needs. 

Shift to Performance Management: 

Performance Appraisal Performance Management 

Periodic (annual/bi-annual) Continuous and ongoing 

Focused on past performance Focuses on present and future performance 

Top-down evaluation Two-way communication 

Judgmental Developmental 

Isolated HR activity Integrated with business strategy 

This shift occurred due to the need for real-time feedback, employee development, goal 

alignment, and overall improvement in organizational performance. Today, PM is seen as a 

proactive system to enhance capabilities, not just assess past outcomes. 

 

3. Describe the characteristics and principles of Performance Management. 

Characteristics of Performance Management: 



1. Goal-Oriented: Focuses on setting and achieving clear performance goals. 

2. Continuous Process: Not a one-time event; involves regular feedback and reviews. 

3. Strategic Alignment: Aligns individual and team goals with organizational objectives. 

4. Development-Focused: Emphasizes skill enhancement and career growth. 

5. Two-Way Communication: Encourages open dialogue between managers and 

employees. 

6. Measurable Outcomes: Uses KPIs, metrics, and objectives to track performance. 

7. Integrated System: Linked with other HR functions like training, rewards, and 

promotions. 

Principles of Performance Management: 

1. Clarity: Clear expectations, roles, and responsibilities should be defined. 

2. Consistency: Processes and standards should be applied fairly and uniformly. 

3. Transparency: Performance standards and evaluation criteria must be openly 

communicated. 

4. Objectivity: Decisions should be based on data and observable behavior. 

5. Feedback-Oriented: Regular feedback helps correct performance and reinforce good 

behavior. 

6. Accountability: Employees are responsible for their own performance and development. 

7. Developmental: Focuses on long-term growth, not just immediate results. 

 

4. Explain the objectives and benefits of Performance Management. 

Objectives of Performance Management: 

1. Align Individual Goals with Organizational Strategy: Ensures all employees work 

toward the same goals. 

2. Improve Performance: Encourages consistent evaluation and improvement. 

3. Identify Training and Development Needs: Helps identify skill gaps and address them. 

4. Enhance Employee Engagement: Promotes motivation through feedback and 

recognition. 

5. Support Decision-Making: Provides data for promotions, rewards, and workforce 

planning. 

Benefits of Performance Management: 

 To the Organization: 
o Improves productivity and efficiency. 

o Enhances goal clarity and alignment. 

o Builds a culture of performance and accountability. 

o Aids in talent management and succession planning. 

 To Managers: 
o Provides a structured framework for guiding employees. 



o Helps identify high and low performers for better decision-making. 

 To Employees: 
o Clarifies expectations and performance standards. 

o Encourages continuous learning and development. 

o Increases job satisfaction and career growth opportunities. 

 

5. Analyze the importance of Performance Management in organizations. 

Performance Management is vital to organizational success for several reasons: 

1. Strategic Alignment: PM ensures that employees' daily activities are directly aligned 

with the company’s vision, mission, and strategic goals, leading to unified efforts across 

departments. 

2. Enhancing Productivity: By setting clear goals and regularly monitoring progress, 

employees become more focused, accountable, and productive. 

3. Employee Development: PM helps identify strengths and areas of improvement, 

enabling targeted training and development, which enhances employee capabilities and 

morale. 

4. Retention and Engagement: When employees receive regular feedback, recognition, 

and support, they feel valued, which leads to higher engagement and retention. 

5. Decision Support: PM provides quantitative and qualitative data that support decisions 

on promotions, compensation, succession planning, and workforce management. 

6. Culture of Continuous Improvement: PM fosters a culture where performance is 

regularly reviewed, feedback is welcomed, and excellence is pursued at all levels. 

7. Adaptability: In a dynamic business environment, PM helps organizations quickly adapt 

by adjusting goals, redefining KPIs, and reallocating resources based on performance 

trends. 

 

6. Describe the steps in the Performance Management Process. 

The Performance Management Process is a systematic cycle that ensures individual and team 

contributions are aligned with organizational goals. Here are the key steps: 

1. Performance Planning: 
At the beginning of the cycle, managers and employees jointly set clear performance 

goals, expectations, and KPIs (Key Performance Indicators). These goals are aligned with 

team and organizational objectives. 

2. Ongoing Feedback and Communication: 
Continuous dialogue between the manager and employee is essential to monitor progress, 

provide guidance, and resolve issues. Feedback should be timely, constructive, and 

specific. 



3. Employee Development: 
Managers assess skill gaps and provide development opportunities like training, 

mentoring, or coaching to help employees improve and grow in their roles. 

4. Performance Appraisal: 
A formal evaluation is conducted periodically (often annually or semi-annually) to assess 

how well the employee met agreed-upon goals. This involves collecting data, rating 

performance, and preparing feedback reports. 

5. Reward and Recognition: 
Based on appraisal results, employees may receive rewards such as bonuses, promotions, 

or other incentives. Recognition helps reinforce positive performance and motivates 

others. 

6. Performance Review and Renewal: 
The final step involves reflecting on the entire cycle, identifying lessons learned, and 

updating performance plans for the next cycle. This ensures continuous improvement and 

goal realignment. 

 

7. Explain the process and importance of Performance Planning. 

Performance Planning is the foundation of performance management. It involves setting 

clear expectations and goals for an employee at the beginning of the performance cycle. 

Process of Performance Planning: 

1. Setting Goals and Objectives: 
Managers and employees work together to define SMART goals (Specific, Measurable, 

Achievable, Relevant, Time-bound) aligned with departmental and organizational goals. 

2. Defining Job Responsibilities and Standards: 
Clear roles, responsibilities, and performance standards are outlined to avoid ambiguity. 

3. Establishing Key Performance Indicators (KPIs): 
KPIs or success metrics are defined to measure the achievement of objectives. 

4. Identifying Competency Requirements: 
Behavioral and technical competencies required for success in the role are identified. 

5. Development Planning: 
Any training or development needs are planned to support performance objectives. 

Importance of Performance Planning: 

 Clarity: Provides employees with a clear understanding of expectations. 

 Alignment: Ensures individual efforts support broader organizational goals. 

 Motivation: Employees are more motivated when they understand their goals and how 

their work contributes to the bigger picture. 

 Accountability: Encourages responsibility and ownership of performance. 

 Improved Communication: Opens a channel for manager-employee dialogue and 

collaboration. 



 

8. What are the major barriers to Performance Planning? How can they be 

overcome? 

Major Barriers: 

1. Lack of Clear Objectives: 
Vague or poorly defined goals lead to confusion and misalignment. 

2. Inadequate Communication: 
Limited interaction between managers and employees can hinder mutual understanding. 

3. Unrealistic Goals: 
Overambitious or irrelevant goals can demotivate employees. 

4. Lack of Training: 
Managers and employees may not have the skills to set or understand performance goals. 

5. Resistance to Change: 
Employees may be reluctant to adapt to new performance expectations or systems. 

6. Organizational Culture: 
If the organization doesn’t value planning or accountability, performance planning may 

be neglected. 

How to Overcome Them: 

 Provide Training: Equip managers and employees with skills for effective goal setting 

and communication. 

 Use SMART Goals: Ensure goals are specific, measurable, and achievable. 

 Encourage Open Dialogue: Foster a culture of two-way communication during planning 

discussions. 

 Link to Strategy: Clearly show how individual goals contribute to the organization’s 

success. 

 Monitor and Adjust: Review plans regularly and adjust as needed to remain relevant 

and achievable. 

 Create Buy-In: Help employees see the value of planning for their own growth and 

success. 

 

9. Define Competency and explain the process of Competency Mapping. 

Definition of Competency: 
A competency is a measurable characteristic of an individual that is related to success in a job 

role. It includes knowledge, skills, abilities, attitudes, and behaviors required to perform a task 

effectively. 

Examples: Communication skills, problem-solving ability, technical expertise. 



Definition of Competency Mapping: 
Competency Mapping is the systematic process of identifying key competencies required for a 

particular job and assessing the individual’s current level against those competencies. 

Process of Competency Mapping: 

1. Job Analysis: 
Study the job role to identify responsibilities, duties, and tasks involved. 

2. Identify Competencies: 
Based on job analysis, determine the behavioral and technical competencies needed for 

success. 

3. Develop Competency Framework: 
Create a structured model categorizing core, functional, and leadership competencies. 

4. Assessment: 
Use tools like questionnaires, interviews, 360-degree feedback, and performance data to 

evaluate current competency levels of employees. 

5. Gap Analysis: 
Compare required vs. actual competencies to identify skill gaps. 

6. Development Plan: 
Recommend training and development interventions to bridge competency gaps. 

Importance of Competency Mapping: 

 Helps in recruitment and selection. 

 Aids training and development planning. 

 Supports performance evaluation. 

 Enhances succession and career planning. 

 

10. Discuss the objectives and methodologies of Performance Planning. 

Objectives of Performance Planning: 

1. Goal Clarity: 
To clearly define what is expected from the employee in terms of performance and 

results. 

2. Alignment with Strategy: 
To ensure individual efforts contribute to the achievement of team and organizational 

objectives. 

3. Facilitate Monitoring and Review: 
To set measurable standards that can be monitored and reviewed periodically. 

4. Support Employee Development: 
To identify training and development needs during the planning process. 

5. Enhance Communication: 
To create a platform for open discussion between managers and employees. 



Methodologies of Performance Planning: 

1. Management by Objectives (MBO): 
Employees and managers collaboratively set goals. Progress is measured against agreed-

upon objectives. 

2. Balanced Scorecard: 
Uses a mix of financial and non-financial performance indicators (e.g., customer 

satisfaction, learning & growth, internal processes) to set goals. 

3. Key Result Areas (KRAs): 
Specific areas in which an employee is expected to deliver outcomes. Each KRA is 

linked to performance metrics. 

4. SMART Goal Setting: 
Goals are defined to be Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Relevant, and Time-bound. 

5. Competency-Based Planning: 
Goals and performance indicators are linked to specific competencies required for the 

role. 

6. Behavioral Indicators: 
Along with performance outcomes, desired behaviors are also set as part of performance 

planning. 

 

11. Explain various methods and approaches to Performance Appraisal. 

Approaches to Performance Appraisal: 

1. Traditional Approach: 
Focuses on evaluating past performance based on predefined job responsibilities. Often 

conducted annually. 

2. Modern Approach: 
Emphasizes development, continuous feedback, and goal alignment. It integrates 

performance with learning and career growth. 

3. Behavioral Approach: 
Evaluates the employee based on behavior and competencies that contribute to 

performance. 

4. Results-Oriented Approach: 
Measures the achievement of outcomes and objectives rather than processes. 

 

Methods of Performance Appraisal: 

1. Graphic Rating Scale: 
Employees are rated on various traits (e.g., punctuality, communication) on a numeric 

scale. Simple but may be subjective. 



2. Ranking Method: 
Employees are ranked from best to worst. Easy to compare but lacks specific feedback. 

3. Paired Comparison Method: 
Each employee is compared with every other employee in pairs. Suitable for small teams. 

4. Critical Incident Method: 
Manager records specific instances of effective or ineffective performance. Useful for 

feedback and coaching. 

5. Behaviorally Anchored Rating Scale (BARS): 
Combines rating scales and behavioral examples for each level. Reduces bias and is more 

objective. 

6. 360-Degree Feedback: 
Collects feedback from multiple sources (peers, subordinates, supervisors, self). Gives a 

holistic view but can be time-consuming. 

7. Management by Objectives (MBO): 
Joint goal-setting between manager and employee. Progress is measured against these 

goals. 

8. Checklist Method: 
A checklist of traits or behaviors is marked as "yes/no." Simple, but lacks depth. 

9. Essay Method: 
Managers write a narrative describing employee strengths, weaknesses, and potential. 

Rich detail but subjective. 

 

12. Describe the complete process of Performance Appraisal. 

The Performance Appraisal Process involves the following steps: 

1. Establish Performance Standards: 
Define clear, measurable, and job-specific standards or expectations. 

2. Communicate Expectations: 
Ensure employees understand performance criteria and how their performance will be 

measured. 

3. Measure Actual Performance: 
Collect data and observe employee performance using various tools and methods. 

4. Compare Actual with Standards: 
Analyze the gap between expected and actual performance. 

5. Discuss Appraisal Results: 
Conduct a formal review meeting where feedback is shared with the employee. 

6. Take Corrective Action: 
Suggest developmental activities, training, or changes in behavior. If necessary, revise 

goals or provide counseling. 

7. Documentation: 
Record all appraisal results and decisions for future reference and HR planning. 

 



13. What are the common rating errors in Performance Appraisal? How can 

they be minimized? 

Common Rating Errors: 

1. Halo Effect: 
One positive trait influences overall rating. 

2. Horn Effect: 
One negative trait overshadows other performance areas. 

3. Leniency or Strictness Bias: 
Rater is consistently too generous or too harsh. 

4. Central Tendency: 
Rater avoids extreme judgments and gives all average scores. 

5. Recency Effect: 
Recent performance affects rating more than overall period. 

6. Personal Bias: 
Influenced by personal likes, dislikes, or stereotypes. 

7. Contrast Error: 
Rating based on comparison with other employees, not standards. 

 

How to Minimize Rating Errors: 

 Use standardized rating scales (e.g., BARS). 

 Train appraisers on objectivity and bias reduction. 

 Encourage evidence-based evaluations using documentation. 

 Use multiple raters or 360-degree feedback. 

 Conduct calibration meetings to ensure consistency across raters. 

 Provide frequent performance reviews, not just annual. 

 

14. Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of Performance Appraisal. 

Advantages: 

1. Improves Performance: 
Helps employees understand their strengths and weaknesses. 

2. Supports Promotions and Compensation: 
Offers a basis for rewarding top performers. 

3. Encourages Communication: 
Opens dialogue between employee and manager. 

4. Identifies Training Needs: 
Reveals areas where employees need development. 



5. Assists in Goal Setting: 
Aligns employee goals with organizational objectives. 

 

Disadvantages: 

1. Subjectivity and Bias: 
Can be influenced by rater’s personal judgment. 

2. Stressful for Employees: 
Employees may feel judged, especially in poorly handled reviews. 

3. Time-Consuming: 
Requires documentation, observation, and feedback sessions. 

4. Resistance from Managers or Employees: 
Some may see it as a formality or unfair. 

5. Focus on Past, Not Future: 
Traditional methods may overlook development potential. 

 

15. What are the elements of a good Performance Appraisal System? 

A good Performance Appraisal System includes the following elements: 

1. Clear Objectives: 
Should align with both organizational goals and individual development. 

2. Well-Defined Performance Criteria: 
Use of objective and job-specific standards for assessment. 

3. Regular Feedback Mechanism: 
Continuous review and not just once a year. 

4. Trained Appraisers: 
Managers should be trained in giving unbiased and constructive feedback. 

5. Employee Involvement: 
Employees should participate in self-assessments and goal setting. 

6. Documentation: 
Maintain records for transparency and future planning. 

7. Development Focused: 
Should result in a plan for employee growth and skill enhancement. 

8. Fair and Transparent Process: 
Clearly communicated procedures and appeal mechanisms. 

9. Integration with HR Processes: 
Should be linked to training, rewards, promotions, and career planning. 

 



Let me know if you'd like a summary table, mind map, or PDF version of this for revision 

purposes! 

4o 

You said: 

16. Explain the role of 360-degree feedback as a developmental tool. 17. Discuss the relationship 

between Performance Management and reward systems. 18. What is Performance Counseling? 

Explain its importance in employee development. 19. Define ethics in Performance 

Management. What are the ethical principles involved? 20. Discuss the ethical dilemmas faced in 

Performance Management and how to address them.  

ChatGPT said: 

Here are detailed answers to questions 16 to 20 from Unit IV: Performance Management and 

Employee Development — covering 360-degree feedback, reward systems, counseling, and 

ethics. 

 

16. Explain the role of 360-degree feedback as a developmental tool. 

360-degree feedback is a multi-rater feedback system where an employee receives 

performance feedback from various sources — including supervisors, peers, subordinates, 

customers, and self-assessment. 

Role as a Developmental Tool: 

1. Comprehensive View: 
Provides a holistic view of employee performance, behavior, and interpersonal skills 

from multiple perspectives. 

2. Promotes Self-Awareness: 
Helps employees understand how others perceive them, highlighting blind spots and 

areas for improvement. 

3. Encourages Behavioral Change: 
Feedback related to communication, teamwork, and leadership helps employees make 

meaningful changes. 

4. Supports Personal Development Plans (PDPs): 
Insights gained from feedback can shape tailored development plans for skill-building. 

5. Improves Teamwork: 
Enhances understanding of how one’s behavior affects others, leading to better 

collaboration. 

6. Builds Accountability: 
Encourages responsibility and ownership of one’s development through self-reflection 

and continuous learning. 



Note: 360-degree feedback is most effective when used for developmental rather than appraisal 

purposes, as it reduces defensiveness and promotes growth. 

 

17. Discuss the relationship between Performance Management and reward 

systems. 

Performance Management (PM) and reward systems are interlinked as both aim to motivate, 

recognize, and retain talent in the organization. 

Relationship Overview: 

1. Performance-Based Rewards: 
PM identifies high performers who are then rewarded through bonuses, incentives, or 

promotions. 

2. Motivation and Engagement: 
When employees see a clear link between performance and rewards, they are more 

motivated to excel. 

3. Alignment with Goals: 
Rewards encourage employees to align their performance with strategic business 

objectives. 

4. Fairness and Transparency: 
A structured PM system ensures reward decisions are based on merit, promoting equity 

and trust. 

5. Career Development: 
Performance data supports decisions on career progression, succession planning, and 

training investments. 

Types of Performance-Linked Rewards: 

 Monetary: Bonuses, salary increments, stock options. 

 Non-Monetary: Recognition, flexible work options, promotions. 

 Career-Based: Fast-track programs, leadership development, job enrichment. 

 

18. What is Performance Counseling? Explain its importance in employee 

development. 

Performance Counseling is a supportive process where managers guide employees in 

understanding their performance, identifying problems, and improving future outcomes. 

Objectives of Performance Counseling: 

 Clarify expectations and responsibilities. 



 Address performance issues constructively. 

 Offer support in overcoming obstacles. 

 Set goals for performance improvement. 

Importance in Employee Development: 

1. Enhances Self-Awareness: 
Helps employees recognize strengths and weaknesses. 

2. Encourages Improvement: 
Constructive feedback motivates employees to work on shortcomings. 

3. Supports Career Growth: 
Counseling can identify potential and guide employees toward developmental 

opportunities. 

4. Boosts Confidence and Morale: 
When done positively, it reassures employees that the organization cares about their 

success. 

5. Reduces Turnover: 
Employees who receive support are more likely to stay and grow within the organization. 

Effective counseling requires active listening, empathy, and a non-judgmental attitude from 

the manager. 

 

19. Define ethics in Performance Management. What are the ethical principles 

involved? 

Ethics in Performance Management refers to applying fairness, transparency, integrity, and 

accountability in all aspects of the performance management process. 

Key Ethical Principles: 

1. Fairness: 
Evaluations should be free from bias and based on merit. 

2. Transparency: 
Criteria, processes, and results should be clear to all involved. 

3. Confidentiality: 
Personal performance data must be protected and shared only with authorized 

individuals. 

4. Respect and Dignity: 
Employees should be treated with respect during feedback, especially when addressing 

shortcomings. 

5. Consistency: 
Same standards and procedures should be applied to all employees. 

6. Honesty: 
Feedback must be truthful, even when it is difficult, while being tactful and constructive. 



7. Responsibility: 
Managers must take ownership of fair assessment and be accountable for their decisions. 

 

20. Discuss the ethical dilemmas faced in Performance Management and how to 

address them. 

Common Ethical Dilemmas: 

1. Bias in Evaluation: 
Personal preferences, stereotypes, or favoritism affecting ratings. 

2. Manipulating Ratings: 
Inflating or deflating scores for political or personal reasons. 

3. Lack of Transparency: 
Not communicating clearly why certain decisions (like denial of promotion) were made. 

4. Invasion of Privacy: 
Over-collection or misuse of personal data during appraisals. 

5. Ignoring Feedback: 
Using feedback mechanisms (like 360°) as a formality without acting on them. 

6. Unjust Punishment or Reward: 
Recognizing or penalizing employees without objective evidence. 

 

How to Address Ethical Dilemmas: 

1. Implement Clear Policies: 
Standardize performance appraisal processes across the organization. 

2. Training for Managers: 
Educate evaluators on ethical principles and avoiding bias. 

3. Use of Multiple Raters: 
Incorporate 360-degree feedback to balance out single-rater biases. 

4. Audit and Review: 
Regular audits of appraisal records to ensure consistency and fairness. 

5. Encourage Feedback and Appeals: 
Employees should have the opportunity to question or appeal ratings. 

6. Confidentiality Measures: 
Limit access to sensitive information and ensure secure storage. 

Ethical PM Build’s employee trust, morale, and long-term organizational success. 

 

 



Exam notes of performance management 

Unit I 

1. Introduction to Performance Management 

Performance Management (PM) is a continuous and systematic process by which an 

organization improves its effectiveness by enhancing the performance of individuals and teams. 

It aligns individual goals with organizational objectives and focuses on planning, monitoring, 

reviewing, and developing employee performance. 

 

 From Performance Appraisal to Performance Management 

 Performance Appraisal is a periodic evaluation of an employee’s job performance, 

often once a year. It focuses more on past performance and rating. 

 Performance Management, on the other hand, is a broader, ongoing process that 

includes setting goals, providing feedback, coaching, and employee development. 

Shift Highlights: 

Performance Appraisal Performance Management 

Annual event Continuous process 

Past-focused Future-oriented 

Ratings and scores Development and growth 

Done by HR/Manager Collaborative approach 

 

 Concept and Perspectives of Performance Management 

Concept: 

PM is a strategic tool that helps align individual performance with organizational goals through 

goal-setting, coaching, feedback, and review. 

Perspectives: 

 Strategic Perspective: PM supports the achievement of long-term organizational goals. 

 Developmental Perspective: PM identifies training needs and fosters employee growth. 

 Administrative Perspective: PM assists in making decisions regarding promotions, 

compensation, and layoffs. 



 

 Definitions of Performance Management 

 Armstrong (2006): 
“Performance Management is a systematic process for improving organizational 

performance by developing the performance of individuals and teams.” 

 Michael Armstrong and Angela Baron (1998): 
“It is a strategic and integrated approach to delivering sustained success to organizations 

by improving the performance of the people who work in them.” 

 

 Characteristics of Performance Management 

 Goal-Oriented: Links individual goals to organizational goals. 

 Continuous Process: Involves regular monitoring and feedback. 

 Two-Way Communication: Emphasizes dialogue between manager and employee. 

 Development-Focused: Identifies learning needs and growth opportunities. 

 Objective and Transparent: Based on measurable criteria and fair evaluation. 

 

 Objectives of Performance Management 

1. Align individual objectives with organizational goals. 

2. Improve employee performance through feedback and development. 

3. Identify training and development needs. 

4. Reward high performers and manage underperformance. 

5. Support succession planning and career development. 

 

 Principles of Performance Management 

 Clarity of Expectations: Clearly defined roles and goals. 

 Continuous Communication: Regular check-ins and feedback. 

 Objective Assessment: Evaluation based on performance, not personality. 

 Recognition and Reward: Acknowledge achievements. 

 Employee Involvement: Participation in goal-setting and self-assessment. 

 

Importance of Performance Management 

 Enhances individual and team performance. 



 Improves organizational efficiency and goal achievement. 

 Promotes employee engagement and motivation. 

 Provides a basis for reward and recognition. 

 Identifies leadership and promotion potential. 

 

 Benefits of Performance Management 

1. For the Organization: 
o Increased productivity and efficiency. 

o Better talent management and retention. 

o Alignment of workforce efforts with business strategy. 

2. For Managers: 
o Better understanding of team capabilities. 

o Helps in managing underperformance constructively. 

3. For Employees: 
o Clear expectations and career path. 

o Regular feedback and growth opportunities. 

 

 Determinants of Job Performance 

1. Knowledge, Skills, and Abilities (KSA): 
Employee’s qualifications and competencies. 

2. Motivation: 
The willingness and enthusiasm to perform tasks. 

3. Work Environment: 
Supportive culture, tools, and physical settings. 

4. Job Design: 
Clarity of role, responsibilities, and challenges. 

5. Leadership and Supervision: 
Quality of guidance and support from managers. 

6. Organizational Support: 
Training, feedback systems, and recognition. 

Unit II 

Performance Management Process 

The Performance Management Process is a cycle that involves planning, monitoring, 

evaluating, and developing employee performance to achieve organizational goals. 



Steps in the Process: 

1. Performance Planning: 
Setting individual goals aligned with organizational objectives. 

2. Performance Execution: 
Employees perform their duties while managers provide support. 

3. Performance Monitoring: 
Continuous tracking and feedback on progress. 

4. Performance Review/Appraisal: 
Formal assessment of performance at the end of the cycle. 

5. Performance Feedback and Development: 
Identifying development needs, training, and future goals. 

 Performance Planning 

Meaning: 

Performance Planning is the first stage of the performance management cycle where objectives 

are set, roles are clarified, and expectations are defined. 

 

 Characteristics of Performance Planning 

 Goal-Oriented: Aligns individual goals with organizational strategy. 

 Mutual Agreement: Involves collaboration between manager and employee. 

 Measurable Outcomes: Uses KPIs or metrics to assess success. 

 Time-Bound: Clearly defined timelines for achieving goals. 

 

 Objectives of Performance Planning 

1. Set clear expectations. 

2. Align employee efforts with business objectives. 

3. Promote accountability and ownership. 

4. Facilitate fair performance evaluation. 

 

 Importance of Performance Planning 

 Improves Role Clarity: Employees know what is expected of them. 

 Enhances Motivation: Clear goals drive focused efforts. 



 Reduces Conflicts: Clarifies responsibilities and standards. 

 Supports Continuous Improvement: Sets the foundation for monitoring and 

development. 

 

 Methodologies of Performance Planning 

1. SMART Goals: 
Specific, Measurable, Achievable, Relevant, Time-bound objectives. 

2. Balanced Scorecard: 
Planning across financial, customer, internal process, and learning perspectives. 

3. MBO (Management by Objectives): 
Joint goal setting between manager and employee. 

4. KRA/KPI Setting: 
Key Result Areas and Key Performance Indicators guide performance focus. 

 Process of Performance Planning 

1. Understand Organizational Goals 

2. Define Individual Objectives 

3. Set Performance Standards and KPIs 

4. Agree on Action Plans 

5. Establish Review Timelines 

 

 Barriers to Performance Planning 

1. Lack of Clarity in Goals 

2. Poor Communication Between Manager and Employee 

3. Resistance to Goal Setting 

4. Inadequate Training or Tools 

5. Lack of Commitment from Top Management 

Overcoming Barriers: 

 Use SMART goals. 

 Provide goal-setting training. 

 Encourage open dialogue. 

 Gain leadership support. 

 



 Overview of Competency Mapping 

Competency Mapping is the process of identifying the key competencies (skills, knowledge, 

and behaviors) required to perform a job effectively. 

 

 Competency Defined 

A competency is a measurable characteristic such as knowledge, skill, ability, or personal 

attribute that contributes to job performance. 

 

 Competency Mapping Defined 

Competency Mapping is the process of: 

 Identifying required competencies for a role. 

 Comparing them with current competencies of an employee. 

 Creating a gap analysis to plan training and development. 

 

 Methods of Competency Mapping 

1. Job Analysis: 
Studying tasks, responsibilities, and necessary skills. 

2. Questionnaires and Surveys: 
Gathering data from job holders and supervisors. 

3. Behavioral Event Interview (BEI): 
Interviewing employees about past experiences and actions. 

4. Assessment Centers: 
Using simulations and exercises to observe competencies. 

5. 360-Degree Feedback: 
Gathering insights from multiple sources for accurate assessment. 

 

 

 



Unit III 

Meaning of Performance Appraisal 

Performance Appraisal is a systematic evaluation of an employee’s job performance over a 

specific period, typically conducted by a supervisor or manager. It assesses how well an 

employee meets job expectations and contributes to organizational goals. 

 

 Performance Appraisal Defined 

Definition: 
“Performance Appraisal is the process of evaluating an employee’s performance against pre-

established standards and providing feedback to help improve future performance.” 

 

Characteristics of Performance Appraisal 

 Systematic and Structured: Follows a planned approach. 

 Objective-Oriented: Based on goals and outcomes. 

 Periodic: Conducted at regular intervals (e.g., annually or semi-annually). 

 Feedback-Oriented: Includes both evaluation and constructive feedback. 

 Developmental: Aims to improve employee performance. 

 

Objectives of Performance Appraisal 

1. Evaluate individual performance. 

2. Provide constructive feedback. 

3. Identify training and development needs. 

4. Support decisions on promotions, pay raises, and transfers. 

5. Foster communication between manager and employee. 

 

 Importance of Performance Appraisal 

 Helps in aligning individual goals with organizational objectives. 

 Enhances motivation through recognition and rewards. 

 Provides a basis for career development and succession planning. 



 Identifies areas of improvement for both employee and organization. 

 Encourages two-way communication and transparency. 

 

 Principles of Appraising Performance 

 Objectivity: Based on facts, not personal bias. 

 Consistency: Same standards applied to all employees. 

 Clarity: Clear criteria and expectations. 

 Confidentiality: Results should be kept private. 

 Constructive Feedback: Focused on improvement. 

 

 Process of Performance Appraisal 

1. Setting Performance Standards 

2. Communicating Expectations 

3. Measuring Actual Performance 

4. Comparing Performance with Standards 

5. Discussing Results (Feedback Session) 

6. Making Decisions (Reward, Development) 

7. Documenting the Appraisal 

 

 Approaches to Performance Appraisal 

 Traditional Approach: Focuses mainly on past performance. 

 Modern/Developmental Approach: Emphasizes ongoing development, feedback, and 

goal setting. 

 

 Methods of Performance Appraisal 

Method Description 

Ranking Method Employees ranked from best to worst. 

Rating Scale Method Rating based on traits or behaviors (1-5 scale). 

Critical Incident Method Records of significant positive or negative events. 

MBO (Management by Objectives) 
Jointly set goals are evaluated at the end of the 

cycle. 



Method Description 

360-Degree Feedback 
Feedback from peers, subordinates, supervisors, 

etc. 

Behaviorally Anchored Rating Scale 

(BARS) 
Combines qualitative and quantitative data. 

 

 Common Rating Errors 

1. Halo Effect: One positive trait influences the entire evaluation. 

2. Horn Effect: One negative trait affects overall rating. 

3. Leniency/Strictness Bias: Tendency to rate too high or too low. 

4. Central Tendency: Rating most employees as average. 

5. Recency Effect: Focusing only on recent behavior. 

6. Contrast Effect: Comparing employees with each other instead of standards. 

Minimization Strategies: 

 Rater training. 

 Use of objective data and clear standards. 

 Multiple raters or 360-degree input. 

 

 Advantages of Performance Appraisal 

 Identifies high performers and reward-worthy individuals. 

 Assists in career planning and development. 

 Encourages communication and feedback culture. 

 Helps in setting realistic goals and expectations. 

 

 Disadvantages of Performance Appraisal 

 Can be biased or subjective. 

 May lead to employee dissatisfaction if done poorly. 

 Time-consuming and paperwork-intensive. 

 Focus on past performance rather than future improvement. 

 

 Elements of a Good Performance Appraisal System 



1. Clear Objectives: Purpose of appraisal must be well-defined. 

2. Standardized Criteria: Common and measurable standards. 

3. Manager Training: Appraisers should be trained to minimize bias. 

4. Employee Involvement: Participation in goal setting and self-review. 

5. Regular Feedback: Continuous and timely. 

6. Follow-Up: Development plans and coaching based on results. 

7. Documentation: Proper records for future reference. 

UNIT IV 

Personal Development Plans (PDPs) 

Definition: 

A Personal Development Plan (PDP) is a structured and supported process undertaken by an 

individual to reflect on their own learning, performance, and achievements, and to plan for their 

personal, educational, and career development. 

Key Components: 

 Self-assessment 

 Setting goals and objectives 

 Action planning 

 Monitoring progress 

 Reviewing and updating 

Importance: 

 Enhances self-awareness and responsibility 

 Aligns personal goals with organizational goals 

 Encourages lifelong learning and development 

 

 360-Degree Feedback as a Developmental Tool 

Definition: 

360-degree feedback is a multi-source feedback process where an individual receives 

performance feedback from various sources such as superiors, peers, subordinates, and 

sometimes clients. 

Developmental Benefits: 



 Offers a holistic view of performance 

 Identifies strengths and development areas 

 Encourages self-reflection and behavioral change 

 Enhances communication and team dynamics 

Limitations: 

 Risk of biased feedback 

 Time-consuming 

 Needs proper training and handling 

 

 Performance Management and Reward Systems 

A. Performance-Linked Remuneration System 

Definition: A compensation system where an employee’s pay or bonus is directly linked to their 

performance level. 

Types: 

 Incentives 

 Bonuses 

 Profit-sharing 

Benefits: 

 Motivates employees to perform better 

 Drives achievement of business objectives 

 Encourages accountability and meritocracy 

 

B. Performance-Linked Career Planning and Promotion Policy 

Definition: Career advancement and promotions are based on individual performance, potential, 

and achievement of goals rather than tenure or seniority. 

Advantages: 

 Encourages high performance 

 Promotes fairness and transparency 

 Identifies and nurtures high-potential employees 



Challenges: 

 Requires accurate performance evaluation 

 Risk of demotivation if not implemented fairly 

 

 Performance Counselling 

Definition: 

Performance counselling is a process where a manager or HR professional works with an 

employee to help them understand and improve their performance. 

Key Steps: 

1. Identify performance gaps 

2. Understand reasons for underperformance 

3. Set mutual goals for improvement 

4. Offer guidance, support, and feedback 

Importance: 

 Improves employee productivity 

 Builds trust and better communication 

 Reduces conflict and workplace stress 

 

 Ethics in Performance Management 

Definition: 

Ethics in performance management involves adhering to moral principles like fairness, honesty, 

transparency, and respect while evaluating and managing employee performance. 

 

Principles of Ethical Performance Management: 

1. Transparency: Clear criteria and communication 

2. Objectivity: Avoid personal bias 

3. Consistency: Uniform evaluation standards 

4. Confidentiality: Protect employee data 

5. Fairness: Equal opportunity in evaluations and rewards 



 

Ethical Issues and Dilemmas: 

 Favoritism or bias in appraisals 

 Manipulation of ratings 

 Lack of feedback or false praise 

 Using performance reviews to punish 

 Breach of confidentiality 

 

How to Address Ethical Dilemmas: 

 Train appraisers on ethical standards 

 Use multi-rater feedback systems 

 Establish grievance redressal mechanisms 

 Promote a culture of openness and fairness 

 Regularly audit and review performance systems 

 

 


